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ALS 40 Ila

It was with the first ALS40 that IMF Electronics s
introduced their ‘active-line’ principle several vyears
ago. This model attained Mkl!| status in due course
but ceased production in that particular form toward
the end of 1979, when the Ila was introduced. The
‘a’ suffix labels a selection of relatively small changes
which have no immediately obvious impact on ap-
pearance (none at all on size) but which have led to
an upgrading of performance.

The active-line arrangement has been widely accept-
ed and successful because, while fairly complex and
not particularly cheap in execution, it brings a reward
in the form of a saolid extension of bass response, with
better control over bass driver behaviour (and over
distortion, therefore) than is usually achieved by
simpler means. Also, the ALS is the IMF contribution
to the ‘bigger bass from smaller boxes’ game. But
this company does not go as far as developing minis,
for it is not their scene at all (and anyway, advanced
minis are especially elaborate, to judge by the
KLH example).

However, IMF Electronics have whittled such speak-
ers down to the proportions of the new ALS30, a
report on which was included in December’s round-
up. That model and the lla are similar in essential
respects: the lla is bigger, namely 68 by 35 by 35cm,
Complexity and the usual uncompromising IMF
construction are reflected in a weight of 18.5ka.
Stand-mounting is essential and this manufacturer
does not supply such accessories; but there is a good
choice of proprietary stands.

As was pointed out in the December report, the big
speciality of this maker is the transmission-line,
noted for its well extended and freely reproduced

bass. Of course, a full line cannot be contained within tuned to the line, and this results in a novel power-
a carcase below a certain size, and IMF have shown sharing  arrangement  offering advantages in
what is possible with their TLS50. The ALS40 is L_F efficiency and'han«_dllng'ablllty. Good control over
smaller than that and shows that the active-line has a diaphragm excursion is gained, and bass response is
special role where compact design is vital. Two bass maintained to below 30Hz.

units are used, of dissimilar resonance, one being
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Particular features of the upgraded model are the
ribbed Bextrene diaphragms of the 20.5cm bass
drivers and a crossover network which has been re-
designed in the interests of greater smoothness of
response. Low colouration and smooth response are
also the aims in including a separately terminated
midrange driver. And the dome tweeter now sports a
dispersion pad to further counter reflection and
diffraction effects.

As is usual with products from this maker, the speak-
ers are supplied in mirror-image pairs, biasing the
dispersion pattern toward the listening area and
lessening reflection from adjacent surfaces to each
side of the stereo stage. Nominal frequency range is
28—20,000Hz and the recommended range of ampli-
fier power rating is 25 to 60 watts per channel.
Efficiency measured with pink noise is 98dB SPL
at 1 metre for 40W input, A perspective control pro-
vides a central position for nominally flat response
and two alternative settings which adjust midrange
and trebel output to meet individual preferences. The
choice is between distant or closer balances: hence
the name ’perspective’ seems appropriate.

Deep bass was fulsome, inclined to be heavy, and care
with sitting and mounting was essential; but power-
handling and control of distortion were important
features, and the speaker packed a realistic punch
down in the high-energy area of the spectrum — to an
extent that is rarely experienced with reproducers of
this size. And again, as with the ALS30, there was a
degree of tolerance of awkward programme material
which is not generally such a feature of loudspeakers
whose main characteristic is a more efficient, forward
presentation. This must have a lot to do with IMF’s
experience of evaluating systems with a wide range
of traditionally balanced programmes.

Like the ALS30, the |la may be thought to lack the
delicacy and transparency, in the upper range, of
some bigger IMF models, but that is to take a very
severe view — possibly the view that would be shared
only by those who have been thoroughly spoiled by
the experience of such costly excellence. In fact the
[la, like its smaller stablemate, is a very smooth
performer, offering a sweetly extended high range
which gave less of an impression of decline in the
extreme HF than was gained with the ALS30.
Stereo imaging was detailed and outstanding in
its stability.







